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TCP’s Call to Action to Expand 

 Access to Cannabis for Seniors 
 

• TCP’s vision is to improve the lives of tens of millions of older adults and save 

billions of dollars in healthcare costs through the use of cannabinoid-based 

therapies. 

• TCP is a multidisciplinary team building a national infrastructure to provide adults 

65 and older with the fastest and safest access to cannabinoid-based therapies 

(CBT) to help relieve the most common ailments of aging.  

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Aging Americans are demanding access to new forms of healthcare. We must act now. 

• 1 in 5 Americans will be 65+ by 2030, making them the largest group in the country 

• 44M Medicare Enrollees in 2020; this is expected to reach 79M by 2030 + $129 billion 
was the Medicare prescription drug spend in 2016 alone (19% of all spend) 

• Over 4 in 10 older adults take 5+ prescription medications a day 

• Polypharmacy (taking 5+ medications) will result in 150,000 premature American deaths 
and more than 4.6 million hospitalizations over the next decade 

• “Following the use of the cannabis product, participants in our study experienced a 
notable increase in quality of sleep which is described as good to very good (5% - 72%). 
A substantial number of participants also reported experiencing a full night’s sleep (from 
8% - 65%). Similarly, individuals noted their discomfort interfering less in daily activities. 
These consumer data points speak to the potential effectiveness of this cannabis 
product to address sleep and discomfort concerns in the 65+ population.” - Dr. Ross 
Zafonte, Dr. Mike Zinner, Dr. Gary Nabel, Dr. Betsy Nabel 

• Adults 65+ on average spend $3,000 per year on traditional prescription medication, 
putting most of them in a vulnerable financial position  

• The medical cannabis patient experience is inconsistent and unregulated by healthcare, 
preventing older adults from getting proper medical advice and safe access to CBTs 

o 58% of the primary care doctors working at Mayo Clinic believe medical cannabis 
is a legitimate medical therapy for terminal illnesses, untreatable pain and cancer 
symptoms.  

o But 50% said that they weren’t prepared to answer patients’ questions about it  

• Estimate $60B+ in healthcare system savings by making CBTs available to relevant 
target conditions, such as dementia, pain management, anxiety, depression, and sleep 
disorders; estimated *$13-18K annual healthcare savings per patient 

Now is the time to make adults 65+ a protected class for cannabis use.   
 
From chronic pain to insomnia, this age group has distinct medical needs from the rest of the 
population. However, legal restrictions and lack of clinical research prevent them from getting 
straight answers about CBTs.  
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To make matters worse, the absence of medical supervision or a patient experience model 
leads to older adults seeking out information through sources that could put their health at risk. 
This has created an incredible opportunity to help aging Americans get the treatment they need. 

The long-term solution: A national infrastructure designed for collaboration from the start and 
has the potential to reduce opioid dependence by creating safer, more effective treatments for 
the ailments of aging.  

Oncuity’s pilot program in Massachusetts will serve as a proving ground for the benefits of 
partners working together to build new forms of healthcare. The goal is to establish a clinical 
standard for CBTs and create a model for a program that can scale at the national level. By 
designating these patients as a protected class, the program will allow them to use cannabinoid-
based therapies administered by healthcare professionals to help alleviate the challenges that 
come with aging. 

It all starts with Massachusetts, the epicenter of healthcare and proven track record of private 
and public partnerships.  

Why TCP:  

• Government-backed program  
o We already have the support of Governor Baker, the Massachusetts Department 

of Public Health, the Cannabis Control Commission, and the local medical 
community. 

• Support for designating adults 65+ as a “protected class”  
o This will put an end to medical cannabis’s Schedule 1 drug classification in the 

healthcare system for adults 65+ and exempt healthcare systems, institutions, 
and organizations serving this age group from criminal liability 

• Insurance-covered treatments 
o The program invites payors to formally observe the pilot, which is modeled after 

Canada’s proven insurance coverage system. It will help them inform and 
improve their CBT policy- and rule-making processes. 

• Regulated and lower cost cultivation 
o UMass Center for Agriculture, Food and the Environment has committed to 

lowering the cost of production and improving the cultivation, quality, and 
consistency of cannabis plants for medical use.  
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